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Abstract 

A Hindu temple devoted to Surya, the Martand Sun Temple (also called Pandou Laidan) dates back to 

the eighth century. Its building was ordered by the third Karkota Dynasty emperor, Lalitaditya 

Muktapida. Unfortunately, Sikandar Shah Miri, the Muslim monarch, demolished it, and it is now in 

ruins. The temple, located in Jammu and Kashmir five miles from Anantnag, had a fusion of Chinese, 

Gandharan, and Gupta architectural styles. It is known as Kartanda (Sun Temple) and is a centrally 

protected monument. The author draws attention to the remnants of the Kashmir Valley's Martand Sun 

Temple. 
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1.INTRODUCTION: 

The Martand Sun Temple, also referred to as Pandou Laidan, is a significant Hindu temple 

dedicated to Surya, dating back to the 8th century. It was commissioned by Emperor Lalitaditya 

Muktapida of the Karkota Dynasty. Unfortunately, the temple suffered destruction under the rule of 

the Muslim king Sikandar Shah Miri, leaving it in its current ruined state. Situated approximately five 

miles from Anantnag in Jammu and Kashmir, the temple exemplified a unique blend of architectural 

influences, incorporating Chinese, Gandharan, and Gupta styles. Known historically as Kartanda (Sun 

Temple), it holds the status of a centrally protected monument. The author highlights the enduring 

remnants of the Martand Sun Temple, emphasizing its historical significance within the Kashmir 

Valley. 

The temple's physical loss was not the only effect of the devastation. The incident had a 

profound effect on the Hindu community in the area, resulting in a time of increased discrimination 

and misery. The Martand Sun Temple, which is regarded as one of the most sacred pilgrimage places 

for Kashmiri Pandits, maintains its profound religious and cultural significance in spite of the sad 

incident. The temple's legacy continues to be a moving part in Kashmiri history, illustrating the 

intricate relationship between the political and religious forces in the area. 

 

2. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY: 

1.To explore the famed Martand Sun Temple in Anantnag District, Kashmir Valley.  

2.To discuss the traces, history, and architecture of the Martand Sun Temple.  

3.To discuss the legacy of Martand Sun Temple and its significance as a well-known historical 

landmark and tourist destination in Kashmir Valley.  

 

3. METHODOLOGY: 

The current study is descriptive, historical in character, and based on secondary sources. Secondary 

data were collected from journals, periodicals, magazines, newspapers, newsletters, research articles, 

books, the Srinagar Archives, the internet, and public and unpublished records from the Ministry of 

Tourism, Government of India, J&K Tourism Development Corporation, and Directorate of Tourism 

(Jammu/Kashmir). 

 

 

4. DISCUSSION:  
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Jonaraja, who was appointed by Sikandar's son, sought to re-establish the Brahminical elite 

within the royal domain. In contrast, later Muslim chroniclers often framed historical events through 

an idealized perspective aligned with orthodox Islamic values. Scholars such as Chitralekha Zutshi 

and Richard G. Salomon argue that Sikandar's policies were primarily driven by realpolitik, focusing 

on consolidating state authority over Brahmins for political legitimacy and to gain access to the 

significant wealth controlled by Brahminical institutions, paralleling strategies utilized by earlier 

Hindu rulers. J. L. Bhan highlights evidence of a stone sculpture dedicated to Sikandar, which 

questions the perception of religious persecution and suggests more nuanced religious interactions. 

Slake acknowledges that religious motivations played a role but posits that the resistance depicted by 

Brahmin chroniclers was influenced by their aversion to the disintegration of the Varna system under 

Muslim rule and the rise of Islamic traditions. 

 

4.1 Degradation and Architecture 

In terms of deterioration, earthquakes exacerbated the damage of the Martand temple's 

already-ruined remains. According to archaeological discoveries, the temple, which is perched on a 

plateau with sweeping vistas of the Kashmir Valley, was an example of a fusion of Chinese, 

Gandharan, Gupta, and Kashmiri architectural styles. 

 
Panorama of the ruins from inside the main enclosure 

The temple includes a colonnaded courtyard with a central main shrine surrounded by 84 

smaller shrines, measuring 220 feet by 142 feet and incorporating an earlier temple. It stands as 

Kashmir's largest peristyle, noted for its detailed design with proportionate chambers along the 

perimeter. Following traditional Hindu architecture, the main entrance is on the western side, 

enhancing the temple's grandeur and adorned to reflect its sacred purpose. The central shrine, believed 

to have had a pyramidal roof, showcases Kashmiri architectural features. The antechamber displays 

carvings of deities such as Vishnu, Ganga, Yamuna, and Surya. Constructed from large grey limestone 

blocks with lime mortar, a material more common in North India after the 13th century, the temple 

suggests possible Byzantine architectural influence under Lalitaditya. 

 

4.2 Conservation 

The Archaeological Survey of India has designated the Martand Sun Temple in Jammu and 

Kashmir as a site of national significance. Under the name Kartanda (Sun Temple), it is included in 

the list of centrally protected monuments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Details sign-ASI 

Source:www.google.com 

4.3 In popular culture 
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In 1970, the Hindi film "Man Ki Aankhen," starring Dharmendra and Waheeda Rahman, used the 

Martand Temple as a backdrop for the Rafi-Lata song "Chala Bhi Aa Aaja Rasiya." Similarly, in the 

1975 Hindi film "Aandhi," starring Sanjeev Kumar and Suchitra Sen, the Martand Temple was used as 

the backdrop for the Kishore-Lata song "Tere Bina Zindagi Se Koi Shikwa Nahiin." 

The temple served as the backdrop for the song "Bismil" in the 2014 Hindi film "Haider," which was 

based on Hamlet and took place against the backdrop of the struggle in Kashmir. Some Kashmiri 

Pandits said that the place was shown unfavourably, calling it a "den of evil," which offended their 

feelings and sparked controversy. As a result, demands were made to outlaw the movie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Temple ruins as seen from the entrance to the main temple structure 

 

5. CONCLUSION: 

Kashmiri architecture is notable for its unique design, featuring square or oblong temples that are 

classified as either closed (vimana) or open (mandapa). These 'Suddha' structures are constructed 

entirely from a single material, extending from the base to the summit. The region, which has been an 

important Hindu center since ancient times, primarily features temples dedicated to Lord Shiva. One 

prominent example is the Martand Sun Temple, commissioned by Lalitaditya Muktapida in the 8th 

century and dedicated to Surya, the solar deity. In the early 15th century, Sikandar Shah Miri ordered 

its destruction. Situated near Anantnag, the temple's ruins are recognized as a site of national 

importance. Distinctive elements of Kashmiri architecture include pyramidal roofs, trefoiled 

doorways, and wide intercolumniations. The Martand Sun Temple exemplifies these features, 

showcasing the medieval Hindu architectural style characteristic of the region. 
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